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1. Introduction 
One of the main tools to reduce the existing digital dive between the developed and developing countries is to facilitate active participation of the interested and concerned experts from the developing countries in the ITU meetings, in particular those of Sectors, study groups.

Given the high costs of travel, in particular and to ensure that the ITU remains a truly global body with as wide participation as possible in its activities, electronic working methods need to be further developed and enhanced to enable Member States and Sector Members to actively attend the ITU meetings being held in different regions around the world. The ITU Sectors and in particular the Telecommunication Standardization Sector have introduced electronic working methods, and much work has been achieved through electronic correspondence groups. As well, audio casting of Council and other meetings does enable many people to listen and follow the proceedings, while not participating directly. New mechanisms such as webinars, audio and video conferencing, etc., are being introduced for online meetings to enable participation from a distance. The use of electronic means has revolutionized the production and availability of documents and dramatically reduced the use of paper, benefiting the Union and its members. While in no way replacements for face-to-face meetings, these electronic mechanisms need to be further developed and integrated into ITU work. 

To this effect the APT Member States propose a draft New Resolution on the enhancement and strengthening the Union’s capabilities for electronic participation at ITU meetings. 

2. Proposals
[ACP/12/55]
ADD

DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION [ACP-10] 

Enhancement and strengthening the Union’s capabilities for electronic participation at ITU meetings 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),

considering

a)
the rapid technological change in the field of telecommunications and the associated policy, regulatory and infrastructure adaptations required at national, regional and global levels;

b)
the consequent need for the widest possible engagement of the ITU membership from around the world to address these matters in the work of the Union;

c)
that developments in technologies and facilities for the holding of electronic meetings and the further development of electronic working methods (EWM) will enable more open, rapid and easy collaboration between participants in the activities of the ITU,

recalling

a)
Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 66 (Rev. Minneapolis, 1998) [and its recent updates/revision by this Conference] "Documents and Publications of the Union" regarding the electronic availability of documents;

b)
World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly Resolution 32 (Rev. Johannesburg, 2008) "Strengthening electronic working methods in the work of ITU-T" and the implementation of EWM capabilities and associated arrangements in the work of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector;

c)
World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly Resolution 73 (Johannesburg, 2008) "Information and communication technologies and climate change" and, in particular, recognizing g) concerning energy-efficient working methods,

Editorial Note

The appearance of square bracket in relation to of Resolution 66 (Antalya, 2006) depends on whether the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010 retain, modify or suppress Resolution 66 (Antalya, 2006).
recognizing

a)
the budgetary difficulty many countries and, in particular developing countries, have in travelling to participate in face-to-face ITU meetings;

b)
that electronic participation will have significant benefits for the Union's membership by reducing travel costs and will facilitate wider participation in both the work of the Union and in meetings that require attendance; 

c)
that Council and other meetings are already audio webcast and that teleconferences/conference calls, web-based for electronic participation in certain types of meetings have been advanced in the Sectors,

recognizing further

the important contribution of the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) and reduced travel to climate neutrality, 

mindful

that some activities and procedures associated with certain ITU meetings require direct face-to-face participation by members of the Union,

noting

a)
that electronic working methods have made important contributions to the work of sectoral groups such as rapporteur groups and that work such as the development of texts has been progressed in various parts of the Union through electronic communications;

b)
that some meetings, such as Plenipotentiary Conference, World Radiocommunication Conference, World Conference on International Telecommunication, ITU Council, may not be suitable for direct participation via electronic means and that different modes of electronic participation are suitable for different types of meetings;

c) 
the importance of having complete texts available at the time of approval,
resolves

1.
that ITU should further develop and enhance its facilities and capabilities for remote participation by electronic means in appropriate meetings of the Union including working groups created by Council;

2.
that the ITU should continue to develop its electronic working methods concerning the development, distribution and approval of documents, 

instructs the Secretary-General, in consultation and collaboration with the Directors of the Bureaux

to develop an action plan to be considered by Council for electronic participation in working groups and related meetings that report to Council session in 2011 including the use of tools such as videoconferencing,

instructs the Directors of the Bureaux 

to take action, in consultation with the Sector advisory groups, in order to provide appropriate electronic participation or observation facilities (e.g. webcasting, audio conferencing, webconferencing, document sharing, videoconference, etc.) in Sectoral meetings for delegates unable to attend face-to-face meetings.
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