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1. Introduction 
With virtually every aspect of the global economy being vulnerable to interruption or obstruction of radiocommunication, it becomes ever more essential that fast and effective measures are in place to maintain the integrity of radiocommunication networks and systems and protect them from disruption or damage.

Articles 42 and 45 of the ITU Constitution generally refer to the harmful interference which may be caused to the radio services.The Radio Regulations provide procedure for dealing with cases of harmful interference, the current process can be very time consuming, often requiring input from the Radio Regulations Board or in some cases referral to a WRC. 

The above circumstances could adversely impact the operation of a radiocommunication network/system so as these networks/systems are interrupted or obstructed by persistent harmful interference, as the case may be. This could result in the radiocommunication network/system operators and carriers involved suffering financial losses and loss of service. Moreover, the public and private interests relying on the radiocommunication services will be deprived of essential services with many and serious results. In such circumstances it is essential to determine the source of interference and bring the problem to a halt as quickly as possible.

Purpose of the Proposal 

The purpose of this proposal is to consider inclusion in the current Radio Regulations, in an appropriate manner, additional procedure or course of action to ensure more rapid, efficient and effective regulatory procedure for the immediate elimination of harmful interference for networks/systems operating in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations (RR).

2. Proposals
In order to overcome deficiencies in the current process for immediate resolution of harmful interference to radiocommunication networks /systems the following course of action is proposed:

to instruct  World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 ( WRC-12 ) to study the required amendments to the Radio Regulations (RR) for incorporation, in an appropriate form, in the Radio Regulations, in order to ensure the protection of the operation of radiocommunication networks /systems. 

In order to carry out the envisaged actions outlined above, it is proposed to establish a new Resolution at PP-10, given in the Annex, which among other things provides directions to WRC-12 to consider the matter with a view to take any required action, as appropriate.

With a view for a more speedy and rapid resolution in the event and circumstances that such harmful interference as mentioned above caused to radiocommunication networks/systems. 
[ACP/12/71]

ADD

Annex
Draft New Resolution [ACP-11] 
Protection of radiocommunication networks/systems
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),

considering

a)
that global radiocommunication rely on the seamless interconnection of terrestrial and space based networks and systems;

b)
that the uninterrupted operation of the global radiocommunication network and systems  is critical to public safety, emergency preparedness and personal communications; 

c) 
that the provision of reliable radiocommunication facilities and services  is a prerequisite for overall development and growth of the world economy;

d)
that the  deliberate  or  unintended interference  to radiocommunication networks and systems may interrupt or obstruct the operation of radiocommunication services and  their corresponding application. 
e) 
that reliable radiocommunication services viaterrestrial are an integral part of the national and international economies and infrastructure;


That radiocommunication operators, carriers, the general public and all users who rely on radiocommunication services expect that those services operating through radiocommunication networks and systems, which have been established in accordance with the Radio Regulations should always be able to operate without experiencing harmful interference. 

recognizing

that Articles  42 and 45 of the ITU Constitution stipulate  

193 
Member States reserve for themselves, for the operating agencies recognized by them and for other agencies duly authorized to do so, the right to make special arrangements on telecommunication matters which do not concern Member States in general. Such arrangements, however, shall not be in conflict with the terms of this Constitution, of the Con​vention or of the Administrative Regulations, so far as concerns the harmful interference which their operation might cause to the radio services of other Member States, and in general so far as concerns the technical harm which their operation might cause to the operation of other telecommunication services of other Member States.”
“197 

1
All stations, whatever their purpose, must be established and operated in such a manner as not to cause harmful interference to the radio services or communications of other Member States or of recog​nized operating agencies, or of other duly authorized operating agencies which carry on a radio service, and which operate in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations”
“198 

2 
Each Member State undertakes to require the operating agencies which it recognizes and the other operating agencies duly authorized for this purpose to observe the provisions of No. 197 above”.
“199 

3
Further, the Member States recognize the necessity of taking all practicable steps to prevent the operation of electrical apparatus and installations of all kinds from causing harmful interference to the radio services or communications mentioned in No. 197 above.”
noting 

that several instances of  harmful interference may interrupt and obstruct radiocommunication services and application resulting in commercial damage to radiocommunication service (networks, systems) and their  operators;


noting further 
that  the current arrangements to resolve the cases of harmful  interference, if any,  do not always efficiently and timely function which could adversely affect the operation radiocommunication networks and systems. 

resolves

that World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 (WRC-12) shall consider; 

a) what additional measures could  be incorporated, in an appropriate form, in the Radio Regulations (RR), in order to safeguard the integrity and functioning of radiocommunication networks and systems, and 

b) provide advice on what additional provisions are needed to be incorporated, in an appropriate form,  in  the Radio Regulations (RR) in order to  enable the membership concerned to take the most expeditious  action  to safeguard the operation of radiocommunication networks and systems  from damage caused by harmful interference  and their consequences , and

c)  to provide a report ,preferably,  to the Plenipotentiary Conference, in 2014, on  the progress and any possible  conclusions on this matter,

instructs the Secretary-General

1. to bring this Resolution to the attention of World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 (WRC-12). 

2. to encourage all Member States to participate in the consideration of this matter;

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau 

to take any required follow up action on the implementation of this resolution  and  report on progress of these activities to Plenipotentiary 2014 .

invites administrations

to take all possible steps to highlight the problem and encourage all parties concerned at the national level, especially radiocommunication networks and systems operators and carriers, service providers  to participate in the relevant  meetings for the purpose of achieving a speedy  conclusion on  this matter.
__________________






� This APT Common Proposal will only be submitted to the Conference if there is a similar proposal submitted to the Conference by CEPT or other regional organisations.
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