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work plan for Working Group policy, regulation and services for satrc actional plan phase Iv
	Work Item
	PRS1: Migration to IPv6/ Strategies for Migration to IPv6



	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	The migration to IPv6 addresses has become imminent, as IPv4 addresses are already exhausted. IPv6 is 128-bit address defined by Internet Engineering Task Force. 

There are number of ways for transition to IPv6, depending on the network owners’ long-term strategy. Establishing a method of communicating between IPv4 and IPv6 is key to a successful migration. In addition to promote the production and use of IPv6 products the test bed for end to end testing is required. Further, before migration all applications running on IPv4 need to be tested in IPv6 environment. Therefore, for testing the products in end to end traffic environment, test beds also need to be created.
As the Internet penetration in SATRC countries is still low and looking at the large population of the SATRC countries and plans undertaken by the Governments of the region, internet & broadband penetration in the region is likely to grow at a rapid pace. In this scenario a large number of IPv6 address will be required and a study on the issues related to migration to IPv6 will be of importance for the benefit of all stakeholders in the SATRC region. 


	Scope
	The scope of the study could include:

· Status of IPv6 deployment in SATRC countries

· Identifying issues (regulatory, technical, financial etc.) for migration to IPv6

· Study of best international practices for  migration to IPv6

· Prepare best practices and roadmap for migration to IPv6 in SATRC countries

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	For policy makers and regulators

Contribution to  various fora e.g. ITU, APT, ISOC, IETF etc.

	Work Plan
	· Circulation of the Questionnaire (October 2012)
· Get Response from SATRC Members (November/December 2012)

· Collection of International data (December 2012)

· Development of the draft Interim Report (February 2013)

· Circulation of the draft Interim Report (March 2013)
· Receive Comments from Members (April 2013)

· Further modification of the draft Report (June/July 2013)

· Discussion on the Final Report (at 2nd WG Meeting 2013)



	Work Item
	PRS2: Rationalization of Tax Structure in Telecommunication: Case of Mobile Operators


	Output 
	Report

	Background and Purpose
	Telecommunication/ICTs/Broadband is not only a tool for socio-economic development for any country but an industry in itself. Even during the economic downturn this sector remained largely unaffected. In the liberalized economy, there has been a steady growth of private investment both domestic and foreign in this sector. At the same time, some of the governments are trying to make this sector as a goose that lay golden eggs. And there have been some negative impacts in the development of this sector due to heavy taxation. The purpose of this study will be found the types and amount tax that the government levies from telecom sector and to identify if there is any correlation between taxation and the sector development and its adoption.

	Scope
	· To assess the policy and legal framework for taxation including the direct and indirect taxes applicable for telecom sector value chain/ecosystem in the SATRC countries
· To estimate the contribution of telecom sector value chain/ecosystem on the GDP and total government tax in the SATRC countries
· To estimate the total FDI in the telecom sector/value chain/ecosystem in the SATRC countries
· To assess the impact of taxation on the development of the telecom sector sector/value chain/ecosystem in the SATRC countries
· To assess the Impact of taxation on the tariff, service adoption and QoS of telecom services

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	TBD

	Work Plan
	· Develop questionnaire to collect tax related data from the member states-end of October

· Send the questionnaire to the expert group for comments and feedback –end of October 

· Finalize the questionnaire –second week of November

· Circulate the questionnaire-second week of November

· Collect the response from the member states-second week of March 2013

· Analysis and Report writing –July end 2013

· Circulate the first draft of the report for comments and feedback-First week of August 2013

· Incorporate the comments and feedback in the report and finalize the report final draft-December 2013

· Send the final draft to the APT secretariat- December 2013 




	Work Item
	PRS3: Application and Services in Broadband Network


	Output 
	Report

	Background and Purpose
	SATRC members are according a very high priority for promoting BB services and enhancing their application in  various sectors of economy including rural areas. Considerable amount of work is required to be done for promoting BB expansion in the countries specially in the rural areas. It is important to study the issues involving BB as an  universal  service. It is also important to study means for enhancing demand & supply. 
The work will focus on 
· e-applications 
· communication services 
· content in local languages 

	Scope
	In view of the broad range of issues involved, it is necessary to study the key issues of current importance first. The scope of study could include:

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· Enhancing BB applications and services in the member countries

· Promote e-applications focusing on e-government, e-health, e-businesses, e-learning in SATRC member countries

· Status of e-applications/services in the local languages in member countries

· Initiatives to promote e-applications and services specially in the rural area
  

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	Policy makers, Regulators, Service providers
Input to ITU SG and relevant APT fora

	Work Plan
	· Developing  the questionnaire                         10 Nov 2012

· Circulating the questionnaire


10 Nov 2012

· Getting responses from SATRC members
8 Dec 2012

· Investigating the best practices

5 Jan 2013

· Identifying the key regulatory issues

26 Jan 2013

· Providing Recommendation and guideline for SATRC
23 Feb 2013

· Developing the draft report



23  March 2013

· Circulating the draft report



23 March 2013

· Circulating the draft report



23 April 2013




	Work Item
	PRS4: Sustainable Broadband Network for SATRC Countries: Addressing the Issues of Interconnection and Backhaul Capacity

	Output 
	Report

	Purpose
	The objective of this work-item is to study the issues of Backhaul capacity and interconnection regarding Broadband Network.  

	Scope
	Under this work item, the case studies of Broadband Network development of SATRC countries would be analyzed. This analysis will cover the technology, capacity and measures used in the backhaul and also should cover the distribution network. The capacity of such backhaul network will be studied and should be compared with the sustainable networks of other countries having good practices. And last but not the least, the domestic and international interconnection scenario of the data network and its efficiency would be analyzed under the scope of this work item.        

 [Infrastructure Sharing]

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	1. Detail of the broadband backhaul transmission network of SATRC countries, based on the case studies provided by the countries;

2. Suggestions regarding efficient broadband transmission network;

3. Present capacity of the broadband networks of SATRC countries and recommendation to face the challenge of future growth;

4. Analysis of the domestic and international interconnection scenario and recommendation for way forward.  
5. Infrastructure Sharing



	Work Plan
	TBD


	Work Item
	PRS5: Roaming in SATRC Countries 


	Output 
	Report

	Background and Purpose
	Many studies   which shows that Mobile roaming charges within the SATRC region are very high and there is a need to ensure that roaming charges within our region should be lower than when roaming outside the region.

A study would be conducted to explore the possibility of bringing down the cost of roaming charges within the SATRC countries through policy and regulatory intervention and regional cooperation amongst the Member countries.


	Scope
	The scope of the study includes:

·  Status on the current roaming arrangement including tariff within the Member countries

· International and Regional initiatives and  best practises for rationalization of roaming tariff 

· Analysis and Recommendation for way forward

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	

	Work Plan
	· Finalization the scope of study and questionnaire  :   October 2012

· Circulation  of questionnaire : end of October 2012

· Receive of response : November - December 2012

· Analysis of response: December 2012 – January 2013

· Draft of report : January – March 2013

· Circulation of draft report: April 2013

· Receive of response : May 2013

· Finalization of report : June 2013


	Work Item
	PRS8:  Growth of Mobile Value Added Services



	Output 
	Report

	Purpose
	· To study the issues involving provisioning of mobile VAS in SATRC countries



	Scope
	· To study the various aspects of providing mobile VAS in SATRC countries
· To suggest practical methods for their expansion on a secured environment.
· 

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	Users, Policy makers, Regulators, Service Providers

	Work Plan
	· Finalization the scope of study and questionnaire  :   October 2012

· Circulation  of questionnaire : end of October 2012

· Receive of response : November - December 2012

· Analysis of response: December 2012 – January 2013

· Draft of report : January – March 2013

· Circulation of draft report: April 2013

· Receive of response : May 2013

· Finalization of report : June 2013


	Contact:
	FORHADUL PARVEZ

Project Coordinator, Asia-Pacific Telecommunity
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