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work items for Working Group policy, regulation and services for satrc actional plan phase Iv
Allocated Work Items:
	1. Migration strategies to IPV6
2. Rationalization of tax structure in Telecommunication

3. Application and services in broadband network

4. Sustainable broadband network for SATRC countries: Addressing the issues of interconnection and backhaul capacity

5. Roaming in SATRC Countries

6. Emerging licensing framework including exit and relicensing policy

7. Issues with Cybersecurity and child online protection

8. Growth of Value Added Services

9. Interconnection charging mechanism in NGN


Note: Work Items no. 1 to 5 are priority Work Items and need to be completed early.

Work Items in Details: 
	Work Item
	PRS1: Migration to IPv6/ Strategies for Migration to IPv6



	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	The migration to IPv6 addresses has become imminent, as IPv4 addresses are already exhausted. IPv6 is 128-bit address defined by Internet Engineering Task Force. 

There are number of ways for transition to IPv6, depending on the network owners’ long-term strategy. Establishing a method of communicating between IPv4 and IPv6 is key to a successful migration. In addition to promote the production and use of IPv6 products the test bed for end to end testing is required. Further, before migration all applications running on IPv4 need to be tested in IPv6 environment. Therefore, for testing the products in end to end traffic environment, test beds also need to be created.
As the Internet penetration in SATRC countries is still low and looking at the large population of the SATRC countries and plans undertaken by the Governments of the region, internet & broadband penetration in the region is likely to grow at a rapid pace. In this scenario a large number of IPv6 address will be required and a study on the issues related to migration to IPv6 will be of importance for the benefit of all stakeholders in the SATRC region. 


	Scope
	The scope of the study could include:

· Status of IPv6 deployment in SATRC countries

· Identifying issues (regulatory, technical, financial etc.) for migration to IPv6

· Study of best international practices for  migration to IPv6

· Prepare best practices and roadmap for migration to IPv6 in SATRC countries

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	For policy makers and regulators

Contribution to  various fora e.g.ITU,APT,ICOSOC, IETF etc.


	Work Item
	PRS2: Rationalization of Tax Structure in Telecommunication


	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	TBD



	Scope
	TBD

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	TBD


	Work Item
	PRS3: Application and Services in Broadband Network


	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	SATRC members are according a very high priority for promoting BB services and enhancing their application in  various sectors of economy. Considerable amount of work is required to be done for promoting BB expansion in the countries specially in the rural areas. It is important to study the issues involving BB as an  universal  service. It is also important to study means for enhancing demand & supply, Resource mobilization for BB expansion, cooperation and competition framework involving multi stake holders, promoting local contents and incubator centers, consumer protection and QoS in BB environment, Regulation of application service  providers, specially social network, Infrastructure sharing Regional internet network.


	Scope
	In view of the broad range of issues involved, it is necessary to study the key issues of current importance first. The scope of study could include:

· BB as universal service

· BB expansion in rural areas

· Resource mobilisation for BB expansion

· QoS in BB

· Mobile BB delivery

· Infrastructure sharing 

  

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	Policy makers, Regulators, Service providers
Input to ITU SG and relevant APT fora


	Work Item
	PRS4: Sustainable Broadband Network for SATRC Countries: Addressing the Issues of Interconnection and Backhaul Capacity

	Output 
	Report

	Purpose
	The objective of this work-item is to study the issues of Backhaul capacity and interconnection regarding Broadband Network.  

	Scope
	Under this work item, the case studies of Broadband Network development of SATRC countries would be analyzed. This analysis will cover the technology, capacity and measures used in the backhaul and also should cover the distribution network. The capacity of such backhaul network will be studied and should be compared with the sustainable networks of other countries having good practices. And last but not the least, the domestic and international interconnection scenario of the data network and its efficiency would be analyzed under the scope of this work item.        

The feasibility of regional internet exchanges will be studied.

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	1. Detail of the broadband backhaul transmission network of SATRC countries, based on the case studies provided by the countries;

2. Suggestions regarding efficient broadband transmission network;

3. Present capacity of the broadband networks of SATRC countries and recommendation to face the challenge of future growth;

4. Analysis of the domestic and international interconnection scenario and recommendation for way forward.  
5.Feasibility of  having regional internet exchanges



	Work Item
	PRS5: Roaming in SATRC Countries (Proposed by BICMA)


	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	TBD



	Scope
	TBD

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	TBD


	Work Item
	PRS6: Emerging Licensing Framework including exit and relicensing policy



	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	SATRC members are keen on adapting and utilising new technologies and on promoting their application. With the experience gained in the previous years and with the development in business climate it is important to understand the merging licensing framework which will be easier to implement  and will be beneficial to all stakeholders.

Issues of re licensing, co existence of licenses and exit of licenses are coming up quite frequently. It is proposed to study these issues for identifying solutions to the practical difficulties involved and to facilitate introduction of new technologies and services. It is also important to suggest a transition procedure wherever necessary.


	Scope
	The suggested scope of study is:

· Key aspects of emerging licensing frameworks

· Relicensing and exit policies

· Coexistence of licenses and issues concerning their practical implementation.

  

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	Policy makers, Regulators, Service providers
Input to ITU SG and relevant APT fora


	Work Item
	PRS7: Cyber security and child on line protection 

	Output 
	Report/Guideline

	Background and Purpose
	Cyber security and child on line protection are key issues affecting the common customers. Policy makers are working to provide policy support for expansion and application of BB services. The existing networks and customers are getting affected by undesirable cyber activities almost on a regular basis. Although lot of work is being done to improve the cyber security, it is important that the benefits of these developments be brought to the SATRC members. An insecure cyber environment can not earn the confidence of the customers and the society as a whole.

Children and  youngsters are aggressive users of internet and mobile devices. It is essential to suggest practical measures for protecting the child from their adverse impacts.

The purpose of the study is to suggest practical means of enhancing cyber security in the SATRC countries. 


	Scope
	· To make further progress on the work done in SAPIII

· To study the current insecurity scenario and dangers to which the child is exposed  

· To suggest measures for preventing the child from adverse impact of the contents and addiction to internet.
  

	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	· Users, Policy makers, Regulators, Service providers, 

· Input to ITU SG and relevant APT fora

	Work Item
	PRS8:  Provisioning of Mobile Value Added Services



	Output 
	Report

	Purpose
	· To study the issues involving provisioning of mobile VAS in SATRC countries



	Scope
	· To study the various aspects of providing mobile VAS in SATRC countries, specially m payments  

· To suggest practical methods for their expansion on a secured environment.



	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	Users, Policy makers, Regulators, Service Providers


	Work Item 
	PRS9: Interconnection charging mechanism in NGN (2nd phase of work)



	Output 
	Report

	Background and Purpose
	The objective of this work-item is to make further progress on the work done in SAPIII and suggest practical mechanism suitable for SATRC countries.

	Scope
	· To study and suggest  transition mechanisms specially suited for the current scenario of co existence of networks

· To make further progress on simplifying the charging mechanisms suitable for SATRC region



	Time Frame
	Total study period would be approximately 1 year



	Utilization of Output
	For regulators and  operators
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